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Accomplished End'. There are two views regarding the origin
of Saiva Siddhanta. According to some* Tamil culture alone
is responsible for the emrgencs of Saiva Siddhanta. They
maintain that the ^iv^jn^na Bodham, the basic text of the
school, is an original Tamil work and not a translation o*
the Rwravagama. Others mintain that Saiva Siddhanta is
the result of both Tamil and Sanskrit cultures- It is to be
noted that though the ^ivaj^ana Bodham the first systema-
tic text of the Siddhanta belongs to the thirteenth century
we may find Saiva Siddhanta concepts and doctrines in
earlier philosophical works like the Tiruvundiy^r and Tiru.
kkaiiyruppQdiyar as well as in the Tev^ram and TiruvdcJgam
which are the works of Saiva Saints' Traces of Saivism can
be found even in the classical Sangam literature, belonging
to the early centuries of the Christian era. For example
the invocatory song of the Ainkuru nffru observes).

'The universe demonstrable as of three kinds, (he, she
and it) has sprung under the shade of the two feet of
the one whose form is shared in halves by His jewel-bedecked
consort (^akti) of the azure hue.^ Though differences of
opinion regarding the origin of Saiva Siddhanta may be
possible, this much is agreed upon by both sides that
Saiva Siddhanta bears the distinctive marks of the Tamil
genius.

The Vedas and the Agamas are generally accepted as
authoritative scriptures. It may be mentioned that the S^ta
Samhita considers the relative importance of the Vedas and
the Agamas and concludes that ths Vedas represent a higher
authority than the Agamas and that the latter are meant
only for those who have made less progress.6

The siddh^ntin does not accept this view and says
that both of them are divinely inspired* Tirum^Iar, attaching
equal value to the two sources, explains the different